
Our farmers are serious about farming. 
We’re serious about seed.

DROUGHT TOLERNACE HIGH

PROTEIN CONTENT HIGH

DISEASE RESISTANCE HIGH

PRODUCTIVITY 8 – 15 t/ha/annum

SOWING PERIOD Aug – Sept 
Feb– May

SEEDING RATE 8 – 12.5 kg/ha 
dryland

SEEDING RATE 20 – 25 kg/ha 
irrigated



Our farmers are serious about farming. 
We’re serious about seed.

Lucerne Dormancy Groups
The activity-dormancy of lucerne varieties has 
little effect on the total production during the life 
of a stand. It is important though in determining 
the amount if autumn to early spring production.
Lucerne varieties are referred to as being:
Winter dormant, semi winter dormant and highly 
winter active.

More recently a scale of 1 to 10 has been used, 10 
being highly winter active, while 3 is winter dor-
mant.
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It is apparent that the more dormant cultivars (rating of 5 or 6) generally had lower autumn and winter 
yields in the third year, with the exception of SA Standard and HL6. The majority of cultivars had the 
highest yield in summer (Figure 1). This indicates the more winter dormant nature of the cultivars.  
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Figure 1: Seasonal trend in yield (tons DM.ha-1) for dormant lucerne cultivars planted at Cedara in 

the third year. 
 
Table 3: Yield (tons DM.ha-1) per year to date of dormant lucerne cultivars planted at Cedara. 

  
Dormancy 

rating 

Year 1  
(Spr 14 to Aut 15) 

Year 2  
(Wint 15 to Aut 16) 

Year 3  
(Wint 16 to Aut 17) 

Total Yield  
(Year 1 to 3) 

Cultivar tons.ha-1 Rnk   tons.ha-1 Rnk   tons.ha-1 Rnk   tons.ha-1 Rnk   
Aurora A 6 10.94 11 bcd 16.29 12 ab 13.80 9 a 41.02 11 ab 
Aurora KK 5 9.05 18 d 16.21 13 ab 12.94 15 a 38.20 18 b 
CAP789 
Sigma 8 11.85 9 abc 18.40 1 a 14.70 4 a 44.95 3 a 
Gea 7 13.11 2 ab 17.96 4 ab 13.82 8 a 44.89 4 a 
Genesis II 7 10.17 16 cd 16.38 10 ab 12.75 16 a 39.30 15 ab 
HL6 6 13.04 3 ab 18.22 2 a 13.85 7 a 45.12 1 a 
Magna 601 6 12.38 6 abc 16.13 14 ab 13.34 10 a 41.85 10 ab 
Marina 7 12.42 5 abc 17.43 6 ab 15.16 1 a 45.01 2 a 
PANLUC 
26 6 13.50 1 a 15.92 16 ab 13.21 12 a 42.63 9 ab 
SA Select 
AGR 7 10.38 15 cd 15.40 18 b 12.62 17 a 38.40 16 b 
SA Select 
KK 7 10.04 17 cd 15.76 17 ab 12.51 18 a 38.31 17 b 
SA 
Standard 5 12.11 8 abc 17.71 5 ab 14.80 2 a 44.62 5 a 
Sardi 7 7 10.46 14 cd 18.00 3 ab 14.78 3 a 43.24 8 ab 
Super 
Aurora 7 11.02 10 bcd 16.43 9 ab 13.33 11 a 40.77 12 ab 
Venus 6 10.87 12 bcd 16.03 15 ab 13.08 13 a 39.97 13 ab 
WL357HQ 5 13.04 4 ab 16.89 8 ab 13.96 6 a 43.89 6 ab 
WL414 7 12.26 7 abc 17.11 7 ab 14.31 5 a 43.67 7 ab 
WL525HQ 8 10.60 13 cd 16.29 11 ab 13.05 14 a 39.94 14 ab 

CV%   10.9 8.2 9.9 7.2 

LSD (0.05)   2.079 2.289 2.237 5.036 

Mean   11.51 16.81 13.67 41.99 


